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Abstract

The description of the cave of the Nymphs, which opens the XIll book of Homer's Odyssey,
depicts a

locus amoenus

although it does not fulfill completely the criteria of this literary

topos

. Exactly because of its ambiguity, the passage was interpreted by the Neoplatonist Porphyry
who wrote an entire treatise on the cave. By analysing Porphyry’s literal and allegorical
exegesis and how his commentary inspired, in turn, a fresco of the Aureli Hypogeum in Rome
and a modern performance, it will be attempted to explain how the ecphrasis has lost its
aesthetic meaning in order to acquire a functional valence already present

in nuce

in Homer.
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