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Abstract

Since the end of the 15t and up to the beginning of the 3™ century AD, ekphrasis and typology —
literary genres whose most ancient premonitory signs date back the first to the archaic Greek
era and the second to the tradition of the Jewish world — met a concomitant phase of
systematization. Such a process led these literary genres to be qualified among the most typical
expressions of the Hellenistic-Roman as well as the Christian culture, while those cultures were
coming into an open conflict in that very period. By analyzing the temporal logic behind those
two symbolic practices, the article aims at identifying the deep differences inspiring the
rhetorical system of

ekphrasis

as well as of typology, so to bring their categories back to the horizon of thought and the
semantic structure that divides the Pagan from the Christian culture.
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